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MESSAGE TO CASA ON THE OCCASION
OF ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY ..

GURMIT SINGH-
Chairman, Centre for Environment, Technology

& Development,Malaysia [CETDEM]

We in CETDEM are happy to note that CASA is
celebrating its 20" Anniversary this year and that
our 2 organisations have collaborated effectively
through the Climate Action Network [CAN] since
the mid-90s. CASA was one of the major Japanese
NGOs which helped form the Kiko Network in
1996 that lobbied the Japanese government prior
and during the Conference of Parties of the UN
Framework on Climate Change held in Kyoto in
1997. This event led to the adoption of the now
well-known Kyoto Protocol.

CASA has been active in researching and
campaigning on air pollution problems in Japan
since its formation in 1988. We have had occasion
to study some of their reports which have been
published in English and have been impressed
with their quality and contents. Much of this
information has been shared with other NGOs in
northeast Asia.

We hope that CASA will share its rich experience
with the newly formed CAN-Japan in the struggle
to get the Japanese government to play a more
progressive role within the G8 as well as Annex
I countries of the UNFCCC so as to drastically
cut-back GHG emissions before 2010 in order to
ensure that global temperatures do not rise more
than 2 degrees Celsius within this century. This
may be a tall order but the world climate regime
will dramatically worsen if this does NOT happen!

May I end by wishing the current leadership, staff
and members of CASA success and rich progress
in all their work. May our 2 organisations sustain
and strengthen their cooperation!
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